You may have heard that a group of artists is
transforming 1012 North Main Street, originally the
Ku Klux Klan Klavern Number 101 Auditorium, into
the Fred Rouse Center for Arts and Community
Healing. It made the Washington Post. It made
Smithsonian Magazine. Heck, it even made the
Dallas Morning News!

A coalition of local nonprofits, Transform 1012 N.
Main St. (aka Transform 1012), acquired the building
in December of 2021 through a significant donation
from the former owners of the building and a grant
from the Rainwater Foundation. The building, one
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of the few purpose-built KKK halls, opened in 1924,
and eventually became the headquarters of the KKK
in Texas. An imposing building, it was designed and
located along North Main Street to intimidate Black,
Hispanic, and immigrant Fort Worthians returning

to their homes on the Northside from their jobs
downtown.

Transform 1012 aims to transform a building that
was once a symbol of fear and hatred and turn it
into a space that celebrates truth and healing. The
Center will be named for Fred Rouse, a Black Fort
Worthian who was lynched by a white mob in 1921.
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The founding board of Transform 1012 includes
such local organizations and entities as the Opal
Lee Foundation, DNAWORKS, The Welman Project,
LGBTQ SAVES, SOL Ballet Folklérico, Window to
Your World, 1012 Youth Council, and the Tarrant
County Coalition for Peace and Justice. These
groups represent and/or serve the people who were
targeted by the KKK. It is fitting that Black, Catholic,
Hispanic, immigrant, Jewish, and LGBTQIA Fort
Worthians have come together in this labor of love
and community reconciliation.
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